Revitalize American Manufacturing and Innovation Act of 2013 
The Revitalize American Manufacturing and Innovation Act of 2013, introduced on August 1 by Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH) and Senator Roy Blunt (R-MO), is designed to bring together industry, universities and community colleges, federal agencies, such as the Departments of Commerce, Defense, Energy, and the National Science Foundation, and U.S. state, tribal and local governments to accelerate manufacturing innovation. Specifically, the legislation would establish public-private Institutes that leverage investments  in industrially-relevant manufacturing technologies with broad applications to bridge the gap between basic research and product development, provide shared assets to help companies – particularly small and medium-size manufacturing enterprises – access cutting-edge capabilities and equipment, and create an unparalleled environment to educate and train students and workers in advanced manufacturing skills. Each Institute will serve as a regional hub of manufacturing excellence, providing the innovation infrastructure to support regional manufacturing and ensuring that our manufacturing sector is a key pillar in an economy that is built to last. This model has been successfully deployed in other countries and would address a gap in the U.S. manufacturing innovation infrastructure.

Activities and Governance of the Centers for Manufacturing Innovation: As currently envisioned, each Center would integrate capabilities and facilities required to train the next generation workforce at all levels, development of innovative methodologies and practices for supply chain integration, and engagement with small and medium-size manufacturing enterprises (SMEs). The Centers would optimally involve a core team of two or more companies, and have significant industrial involvement in the agenda setting of the Center and direct participation by industry scientists and technologists in Center projects.

Institute Formation: An inter-agency program management team would be responsible for defining the Center’ organizational design, managing an open, competitive selection process and executing the awards process. Center awards would be in the form of grants, contracts, and cooperative agreements, and could be executed in multiple rounds of awards. Awardees would be expected to show how the federal investment stimulates investment from the organizations and institutions making up the partnership entity or from other non-federal sources. Subsequent federal support would be contingent on demonstrating private-sector investment and progress to sustainable operations as well as progress toward and impact on NMI goals. Centers are expected to become financially sustainable, without Federal funding, within seven years.
